MESOPOTAMIA-THE
MOSQUE AT KUFA, 639 A.D.

^During the Khilafat
of Omar the Great, the Arabs conquered
Syria and lower Mesopotamia, the first
countries which had an ancient art, culture
and civilisation of their own. On the
conquest of Syria, the simple followers of
Mohammad showed very little taste for
original architecture. All their needs
were satisfied by the deserted buildings
and churches of the locality. But it was
not long before the conquering warriors
began to learn something about the arts
and architecture and absorbed ideas from
Byzantine and other sources.

very long ago two
Muslim monuments of this period were
uncovered in Syria. One of them is
the Mosque of Koser-il-Hallabat which
is constructed of large stone blocks. It
is a hall of three aisles separated by
columns, and on the side facing towards
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